CHAPTER XXVI

ROTIFERA

THE Rotifera, or Rotatoria, comprise a well-defined group
of minute multicellular animals. They are often included
among the Vermes, but some of them possess characteristics
that suggest the Arthropoda.

Though microscopic in size, the Rotifera are quite highly
organized. They have a well-defined digestive system, includ-
ing a mouth, or buccal orifice; a mastax, a peculiar set of
jaws for mastication; salivary glands; an oesophagus; gastric
glands; a stomach; an intestine; and an anus. There is a
vascular system, a muscular system, and, it is claimed, a ner-
vous system. There is a conspicuous reproductive system
and both males and females are observed, although the males
are rare. The transparency of most of the Rotifera renders
these various organs subjects of easy investigation.

The organisms are protected by a firm, honogeneous,
structureless cuticle, often hardened by a development of
chitin, forming a carapace or lorica. Some genera are further
protected by an exterior casing or sheath, called an " urceo-
lus," which may be gelatinous and transparent, as in Floscu-
laria, or covered with foreign particles or pellets, as in Melicerta.

The Rotifera are generally bilaterally symmetrical, with a
dorsal and ventral surface, with definite head region and tail
region, broadest anteriorly and tapering posteriorly. There
are three features of the Rotifera that deserve special atten-
tion, partly because they are unique in the organisms of this
group and partly because they are used as the basis of classi-
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